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THE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF MODERN JEWRY. 


DISPERSED throughout all the lands of the earth, the Jews 
are found among the followers of nearly every occupation, but they 
show a particular predilection and capacity for certain branches 
of economic activity which can be traced to definite factors. They 
are represented in the largest numbers in commercial pursuits 
and domestic industries, owing partly to historic influences and 
partly to religious requirements. From the downfall of Judea 
in the first century until the beginning of the nineteenth century 
the Jews, who had for centuries lived by tending their flocks and 
tilling their soil, were, with insignificant exceptions, strictly 
debarred from the land, which they could neither buy, rent, nor 
cultivate. They were thus early forced to choose between trading 
and manual labour. Thanks to their dispersion in the various 
countries around the Mediterranean, and the feeling of racial 
solidarity that united them, they had exceptional facilities for 
engaging in international trade; whilst the adoption of handi- 
crafts was fostered by the example of the Rabbis themselves, 
who made it a rule of life to combine the study of the Torah with 
the pursuit of a secular calling. The legislation of the Middle 
Ages, which confined the Jews to special quarters, excluded them 
from the trade guilds, and allowed them to deal only in money 
and merchandise, inevitably forced the great majority into com- 
merce, in which, aided by wits sharpened by ages of Talmudical 
dialectics and by the very struggle for existence itself, they 
developed special capacities and achieved considerable success. 

The influence of the religious factor in determining the choice 
of occupation is seen in its earliest and simplest form in the 
callings necessitated by the requirements of the community, 
namely, those of the baker, the butcher, and the dairyman, who 
had to provide bread, meat, and milk conforming with the strict 
regulations of the Jewish law, as well as those of the functionaries 


1 Mishna, Pirke Aboth, ii.: Graetz. History of the Jews, Vol. ii., p. 471. 
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attached to the synagogue, the Rabbi, precentor, teacher, and 
beadle; but the effect of this influence upon the masses of the 
population did not show itself prominently until the latter half 
of the nineteenth century in their preferring domestic industries 
to factory labour, so as to be able to observe the sanctity of 
Sabbaths and festivals undisturbed. The abolition of the Ghetto 
and the removal of mediæval restrictions resulted in an appre- 
ciable diminution of the numbers devoted to commerce and an 
increase of those engaged in industries and handicrafts, whilst 
there was also a gradual return to agriculture both in the Old 
and the New World. The political emancipation of the Jews also 
threw open to them the liberal professions and Government 
service, which are attracting an increasing proportion every year, 
particularly in Western Europe and the United States. At the 
present day, therefore, it may be said that the Jews are found 
in all the main departments of the economic world and in most 
of their subsidiary branches. 

The main sphere of economic activity in which Jews have been 
engaged is that of commerce in all its forms, whether as wholesale 
or retail traders, bankers, or financiers, shippers of trans-oceanic 
trade or carriers of local wares, war contractors or dealers in old 
masters, founders of newspapers or organisers of international 
exhibitions. Professor Werner Sombart has recently written a 
portly and learned volume,’ in which he emphasises and illustrates 
the influence of the Jews upon the economic progress of modern 
nations, and describes how they quickened international and 
colonial trade, financed Governments, and developed and perfected 
the commercial and financial instruments of modern economic 
life. He maintains that the centre of trade was transferred from 
the south to the north of Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries in consequence of the expulsion of the Jews from Spain 
and their migration into Holland, Germany, and England, but 
his proofs of this contention are inadequate, and it is more likely 
that the Jews simply developed and profited by the commercial 
opportunities which they already found in these lands. It is less 
disputable, however, that they held the biggest portion of the 
Levantine trade in their hands from the sixteenth to the 
eighteenth century, and took a prominent part in bringing the 
commodities of the Indies to Europe; that they established the 
importance of the Leipzig fairs and were the first to exploit the 

1 Die Juden und das Wirtschaftsleben (Duncker & Humblot, Leipzig, 1911).—An 


English translation, somewhat abbreviated, by Dr. M. Epstein, has been published 
under the title of ‘‘ The Jews and Modern Capitalism ” (Fisher Unwin, 1913). 
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trade in precious metals; that they had a considerable share in 
founding the British colonial trade and in promoting the economic 
development of the American Commonwealth; and that with the 
advance of the present capitalistic era they instituted the bill- 
exchange and stock-exchange and popularised the company share, 
the banknote, and other negotiable instruments of modern com- 
merce. The “industrial awakening of almost the whole interior 
of Cape Colony” in the early thirties of the nineteenth century 
was due to Benjamin Markus and Simeon Norden;! the wool 
and hide trades and the mohair industry in South Africa were 
established by the Mosenthal brothers, and the whale and fishing 
industry by the De Pass brothers; Joel Myers introduced ostrich 
farming, whilst the Albus, Barnatos, and Ecksteins played a 
prominent part in the development of the diamond and gold 
mines. One of the most romantic episodes in the colonisation 
of South Africa was the creation of Nathanial Isaacs in 1828 as 
Chief of Natal by Tchaka, King of the Zulus, who presented 
him with a great tract of the country extending 100 miles inland 
from the sea in return for his services in subduing a hostile tribe. 
In more recent times Jews have distinguished themselves by 
creating the department stores, particularly on the Continent and 
in America, and by attaining a prominent position in the art- 
dealing world of Europe.? 

The success of the Jew in business has prompted various 
theories as to its origin. Professor Sombart has evolved the 
fanciful idea that the Jew owes his commercial aptitude to the 
influence of his religion, which he regards as dominated by 
rationalism ; but Dr. Ruppin and Dr. Zollschan‘* are nearer the 
truth in declaring that the Jew has no specific business capacity, 
but that his general intellectual equipment finds a fertile field 
of activity in a vocation demanding mobility and originality of 
thought and promptness of action, and that it is by virtue of the 
same mental qualities that he has distinguished himself in politics, 
law, medicine, and chess-playing. The Jew is of a speculative 
and calculating turn of mind; he is quick to comprehend, and he 
has enterprise, initiative, and foresight; he is a keen competitor, 
a hard bargainer, a capable organiser, and has known how to 
develop and utilise the art of advertisement: all attributes of 
supreme value in the commercial struggle. He is, moreover, 

1 Jewish Encyclopædia, xi., p. 476. 
2 Wertheim and Tietz in Germany; Macy and Rosenwald in America. 
3 Duveen, London; Seligmann, Paris ; Heilbronn, Berlin; Hirsch, Vienna, &c. 


4 See Dr. Zollschan’s criticism of Prof. Sombart’s theories in the preface to the 
3rd edition of Das Rassenproblem (Wm. Braumiiller, Vienna and Leipzig, 1912), 
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endowed with perseverance and readiness of resource ; he can adapt 
himself to the whims of fortune and quickly change from one line 
of business to another, and even from one occupation to 
another, in the determination to advance. He has estab- 
lished a secure, if not everywhere prosperous, position in 
the business world, though he has a match not only in the Greeks 
and Armenians, who are born traders, but also in the Americans 
and the Scotch. But although the Jew has acquired the reputation 
of being the personification of the commercial spirit, he is some- 
times quite shiftless and helpless, failing miserably in everything 
he undertakes as though pursued by some mocking sprite, and 
good-humouredly nicknamed by his brethren a Schlemiel. 

One half of the Jews in Germany and Italy are engaged in 
commerce, and in Austria and Russia over two-fifths. To proceed 
to detail, in Germany 50°35 per cent. of the Jews are engaged in 
commerce and transport as compared with 13°41 per cent. of the 
general population ; but whilst they formed 10°5 per cent. of the 
entire commercial class in 1895, they are now only 7'9 per cent. 
In Italy 50°35 per cent. of the Jews are engaged in business, as 
compared with only 8°32 per cent. of the general population. In 
Austria as a whole the percentages are 43°7 and 8'8 respectively, 
while in Galicia, where there is a dearth of industries and the 
staple occupation is agriculture, the Jews practically monopolise 
trade, forming 91°2 per cent. of the dealers in merchandise in 
East Galicia, and 81 per cent. in West Galicia, 85°3 per cent. 
of the brokers and agents in East Galicia, and 66°83 per cent. in 
West Galicia. The great majority of these, nevertheless, are 

1 Complete occupation statistics of the Jews are available for these four countries 
and to a limited extent for Roumania. The figures given here are taken from the 
following sources, the years after the country being the date of the census :—(a) 
Germany (1907): Die beruflichen und sozialen Verhältnisse der Juden in Deutsch- 
land, by Dr. J. Segall (Berlin, Max Schildberger, 1912); (b) Italy (1901): Zeit- 
schrift für Demographie und Statistik der Juden, Jan., 1905 (Berlin): (c) Austria 
(1900): Die Juden in Oesterreich, by Dr. J. Thon (Berlin, 1908) ; (d) Russia (1997) ; 
Die sozialen Verhältnisse der Juden in Russland (Berlin, 1906); Bulletin of the 
Bureau of Labour, ‘‘ Economic Condition of the Jews in Russia,” by I. M. Rubinow 
(Washington, 1907), and Die Wanderbewegungen der Juden, by W. W. Kaplun- 
Kogan (Bonn, Markus & Weber, 1913); (e) Roumania (1901-2, and 1904): Die 
Juden in Rumänien (Berlin, 1908). The original sources of the statistics for Russia 
are the Government Census of 1897 and the Investigation conducted by the Jewish 
Colonisation Association in 1898-9, published first in Russia (St. Petersburg, 1904) 
and afterwards in French under the title of Recueil de matériaux sur la situation 
économique des Israélites en Russte d'après Venquéte de la Jewish Colonisation 
Association (Paris, 1906). The only other country of which Jewish occupation 
statistics are extant is New South Wales (Hebrew Standard, Sydney, March 10, 
1905), but as they only concern a total employed population of 3,031 and were 
compiled in 1901 they cannot be regarded as of much significance for present-day 
conditions. 
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merely petty shopkeepers, pedlars, and hawkers, who can scarcely 
keep body and soul together. In Russia 42°62 per cent. of the 
Jews are engaged in commerce and transport (88°64 in commerce 
alone), as compared with only 27 per cent. of the general popula- 
tion; but it must be remembered that Russia is predominantly 
an agrarian country, and that the Jews, with the exceptions to 
be noted later, are barred from the soil. They form one-third 
of the entire mercantile class in the Russian Empire, and as 
much as four-fifths in the Pale of Settlement alone. Nearly 
one-half of the Jewish merchants in Russia trade in agricultural 
produce, constituting over 90 per cent. of the grain-dealers in 
the Empire, and practically monopolising the corn trade in the 
Pale and along the Black Sea; but they are also represented in 
many other branches of commerce, particularly clothing, textiles, 
and timber. In Roumania the Jews form a fifth of the entire 
commercial class, while the proportion rises in some departments 
of the country to a half and even three-fourths, the maximum 
being reached in Jassy and Botosani. They entirely monopolise 
the petroleum trade and form the bulk of the dealers in iron 
goods (92 per cent.), cotton goods (88 per cent.), flour, timber, 
and fur. Most of the native Jews in England and America are 
also engaged in commerce, those in the latter country largely 
controlling the trade in corn, tobacco, and cotton, whilst the 
Kast Kuropean immigrants in these countries provide a contingent 
of shopkeepers, hawkers, and pedlars. 

The participation of Jews in finance is relatively not so great 
or important at the present day as it was until the middle of the 
nineteenth century. The refusal of the mediæval Church to allow 
its followers to deal in money, as something taboo, gave the Jews 
a monopoly in which they were able to specialise, and they thus 
acquired considerable skill and success in financial operations. 
The outstanding episode in the history of Jewish finance, as, 
indeed, in the annals of modern finance in general, is the un- 
paralleled rise of the firm of Rothschild, which, starting from 
modest foundations in Frankfort in 1760, raised loans for almost 
every country of importance during the next hundred years, and 
is estimated to have contracted for or participated in loans to 
the huge total of £1,300,000,000 up to 1904!1 Among the most 
important transactions carried out by the Rothschilds were the 
transmission of £18,000,000 sterling from England to the Con- 
tinent for payment to the anti-Napoleonic Allies, the raising 
of a loan of £15,000,000 for the English Government in 1856, 

1 Financial Times, Feb. 13, 1913. 
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the arrangement with Bleichroeder for the payment to Germany 
of the French indemnity of five milhard francs after the Franco- 
Prussian War, and the advance of £4,080,000 to the English 
Government in 1875 for the purchase of 176,600 Suez Canal 
shares.' One of the most important factors that contributed to 
the success of the Rothschild house was its establishment of 
branches in London, Paris, Vienna, and Naples, each headed by 
a brother, which enabled it to undertake operations of an inter- 
national character ; but the branch at Naples was discontinued in 
1861, and the ancestral house at Frankfort was closed forty years 
later. The Rothschild firm, however, was not the only Jewish 
house that undertook State and municipal loans in the early half 
of the nineteenth century: it had many serious competitors in 
the Pereires, Lazards, Speyers, Sterns, Seligmanns, and 
Bischoffsheims, who also adopted the Rothschild system of estab- 
lishing local branches in European capitals, each under the charge 
of a brother. But the movement that spread throughout Western 
Europe in the fifties of last century for the formation of credit 
banks and the growing practice of Governments to throw open 
the subscription of loans to the general public combined to break 
down the Jewish monopoly of international finance, which may 
be said to have largely passed away by 1900.2 Jewish financiers 
invested considerably in the construction of railways in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century, notably the Pereires in North 
France, the Bischoffsheims in Belgium, the Bleichroeders in 
Germany, Baron de Hirsch in Turkey, and Messrs. Kuhn, Loeb 
and Co. (Mr. Jacob H. Schiff) in the United States, and it was 
to a Jew by birth, Sir Ernest Cassel, that the financing of the 
Nile Dam was due. In Russia, too, the influence of Jewish finance 
showed itself in the establishment of commercial banks by Barons 
Joseph and Horace de Günzburg and Leon Rosenthal, of 
St. Petersburg, and by Baron Kronenberg and Iwan Blioch, of 
Warsaw ; whilst farther east the Sassoons, “the Rothschilds of 
the East,” have created a network of banks from Bagdad to 
Shanghai. At present the movement of precious metals through- 
out the world is mainly directed by Jewish bankers, who largely 
determine the rate of exchange between one country and another ; 
but there is absolutely no ground for the allegation, often made 
by anti-Semitic scribes, that the Jewish financiers of different 
countries are in alliance and use their combined resources for 
particular operations. On the contrary, the competition between 
Jewish houses is just as keen as between other firms. If there 

1 Jewish Encyclopædia, X., art. “ Rothschild.” 2 Ibid., V., art. ‘‘ Finance,” 
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is any policy at all, apart from purely business considerations, by 
which self-respecting Jewish financiers are guided, it is the absten- 
tion from raising loans for the Russian Government as a protest 
against its inhuman treatment of their brethren. There is, more- 
over, a notable decline in the proportion of Jews engaged in 
finance. In Germany they formed 13°8 per cent. of the entire 
class engaged in financial pursuits in 1895, but this percentage 
sank to 79 by 1907 owing to the private banks being replaced 
by big joint stock banks capable of supplying the credit needed 
for Germany’s industrial and commercial development.!? In Italy 
only 283 per cent., and in Russia 0°15 per cent. of the Jewish 
population followed a financial calling. The number of Jews on 
the Stock Exchange is not as large as is popularly supposed. In 
London there are estimated to be 330 Jewish among 5,100 
members of the Stock Exchange, that is, over 6 per cent.? ; whilst 
in New York the percentage is probably nearly twice as high. 

A significant tendency of modern times is the increasing 
number of Jews engaged in industrial pursuits, whether as manu- 
facturers or mechanics. In Germany 21°87 per cent. of the Jews 
were engaged in industry in 1907, as compared with 19°30 in 
1895 ; in Austria the percentage is 264, and in Russia as high 
as 34°63, whilst in Italy it 1s as low as 8°68. In Germany the 
principal industries in which they are engaged are those of 
machinery, metals, building, paper, timber, and especially 
chemicals and textiles. In Austria the bulk of Jewish manufac- 
turers and artisans are concentrated in Galicia, in the east of 
which they form from 52 to 56 per cent. of those engaged in the 
metal, chemical, food, leather, and paper industries, and 41 per 
cent. of the clothing industry. Particularly noteworthy is the 
mining colony in Boryslav—exemplars of Jewish pluck.’ In 
Roumania, despite the special laws aiming at the restriction of 
Jewish enterprise, they form 19°5 per cent. of all the manufac- 
turers and only 5'3 per cent. of the factory employees, whilst they 
account for 528 per cent. of the glass, 32°4 per cent. of the 
furniture, and 39°1 per cent. of the clothing manufacturers. One 
of the most remarkable features of Jewish labour, not only on 
the Continent, but also in England and America, is the compara- 
tively large proportion occupied in the clothing industry. Of 
40,000 Jewish artisans in Germany, distributed in twenty-two 


! Segall, Die beruflichen und sozialen Verhältnisse der Juden in Deutschland, 
p. 33. 


2 Mr. Percy M. Castello, in the Jewish Chronicle, June 17, 1910. 
3 Die Welt, June 20, 1913. * Die Juden in Rumänien, p. 30. 
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different occupations, over one-third are engaged in this industry,! 
whilst in Roumania it claims over three-fifths. In Russia over 
one-seventh of the entire Jewish population is either engaged in 
or dependent upon the clothing industry (including hats, boots, 
and gloves, as well as clothes). 

To those who have hitherto regarded the Jews in Russia as 
wholly or mainly absorbed in exchange, it will come as a revelation 
to learn that nearly two-fifths are occupied in manufacturing and 
mechanical pursuits, in which less than a sixth (15°4 per cent.) 
of the general population is represented. Although the Jews 
form little more than 4 per cent. of the population of Russia, 
they constitute 10°5 per cent. of the entire industrial class in the 
Empire, and as much as a third in the Pale of Settlement. In 
the north-western provinces, Lithuania and White Russia, indus- 
trial occupations even claim a greater proportion of Jews than 
commerce: in Lithuania there are 44°2 per cent. in industries 
and only 23°8 per cent. in commerce, whilst in White Russia 
there are 42°2 and 27°4 per cent. respectively.? It is in these 
provinces that the congestion is greatest, the economic conditions 
lowest, and the labour movement strongest. In the Pale, accord- 
ing to the latest statistics, the Jews owned 378 per cent. of the 
factories (2,933 out of 7,750), and formed 27 per cent. of the 
employees (63,509 out of 235,203), but the value of the products 
manufactured in Jewish factories was only 22°5 per cent. of the 
total value of the manufactures.? The reason for this is that the 
average Jewish manufacturer has a smaller capital than his non- 
Jewish competitor, his factory is a smaller establishment and 
seldom equipped with the best machinery, and the cost of main- 
tenance is relatively larger, as he is by law confined to the town, 
whilst his non-Jewish competitor can build his factory in the 
country, where rent and labour are cheaper. The industries in 
which Jewish manufacturers are engaged present a wide variety : 
textiles (80 per cent. of the total), timber, tobacco (75 per cent.), 
hides, soap (87 per cent.), brick, tiles, flour-mill products, 
creameries, breweries, and mineral waters. In Poland there are 
305 Jewish factories of textile goods, of which 155 are in Lodz, 
employing about 13,000 men; and in Bialystok and its suburbs 
there are 299 Jewish factories out of a total of 372. The total 
number of Jewish factory workers in the entire Pale is probably 
between 100,000 and 150,000, and the conditions of most of them 


1 Segall, Die Verhältnisse der Juden in Deutschland, p. 44. 
2 Rubinow, Economic Conditions of the Jews in Russia, p. 502. 
3 Rubinow, ibid., p. 537. 
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are distressing. They are confined to the towns, they cannot 
work on the Sabbath, they have a higher standard of life than 
the Russian operative, who has been brought up in the country 
and can generally fall back upon a little farm in bad times, and 
they have a difficulty in getting employment, not only in non- 
Jewish works, which are often controlled by anti-Semitic 
managers, but also in Jewish works, as they are apt to look upon 
their employer as their equal and know how to protect their 
interests by organisation. 

The conditions of the artisans are scarcely better. There are 
over half a million, who, with their families, form a third of the 
Jewish population in Russia. Although permitted to live in certain 
parts outside the Pale, the conditions governing their residence 
are so burdensome and harassing that the great majority remain 
perforce in their native towns, where they work mostly at home 
in insanitary conditions and for an overcrowded market. Over 
38 per cent. are engaged in the production of clothing and other 
wearing apparel, 17 per cent. in leather wares (boots, gloves, etc.), 
11 per cent. in food products, nearly 10 per cent. in furniture, 
9 per cent. in metals, 6 per cent. in bricks and tiles, and the 
rest in the textile, paper, stationery, and chemical industries. 
Unskilled labour is generally avoided by Jews: it claims only 
2 per cent. of the total Jewish population in Russia. In the 
Pale there are over 100,000 Jews employed in unskilled labour, 
mostly as dock-labourers (especially in South Russia), carriers, 
teamsters, cabmen, farm-labourers, diggers and stone-breakers, 
lumbermen, raftsmen, ragpickers, and water-carriers. This at 
least proves that Jews, if needs be, can undertake the hardest 
form of physical labour. ‘They are also found as dock-labourers 
at Salonica, Beyrout, and other Levantine ports. On the other 
hand, they are apt to look down upon employment as domestic 
servants or waiters as servile callings that suppress personal 
individuality. 

One of the most striking features of Jewish industry in Russia 
is the large proportion of female labour. Women form 21°26 per 
cent. of the Jewish wage-earning class in Russia, and account for 
15°3 per cent. of the artisans. In the north-west provinces women 
and girls form a third of the Jewish artisans, and over 80 per cent. 
are employed as dressmakers, seamstresses, milliners, stocking- 
knitters, and cigarette-makers. Female and child labour is also 
largely employed in factories, ranging from 20°2 per cent. in 
South Russia to 37°4 per cent. in Poland and 42°4 per cent. in 
the north-west provinces; and it is found in many industries of 

No. 98 —VOL. XXIV. E 
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a dangerous kind, such as the manufacture of bricks and of 
matches, the packing of matches being done mostly at home. In 
Germany, also, it may be added, women form 21°97 per cent. of 
the entire Jewish working population, but they are engaged more 
in business and professions than in factories and domestic service. 
The percentage of Jewesses in employment in that country rose 
from 21°97 in 1875 to 30 in 1907.1 

The emigrants from Eastern Europe who have settled in such 
large numbers in America and England during the last thirty years 
have brought with them the industries in which they were engaged 
at home, namely tailoring, shoe-making, cabinet-making, cigarette- 
making, cap-making, and furriery, though they are also represented 
in all other trades. It is mainly due to them that these industries 
have become of increasing importance in these countries: they 
monopolise the clothing trade in the United States and largely 
dominate it in England. In New York there are over 2,000 firms 
employing about 80,000 men and women in the designing and 
making of clothes. The leading industry of the city and state of 
New York is the manufacture of women’s clothing, which had 
a production in 1909 of 272,518,000 dollars, and 75 per cent. of 
the development of which has taken place during the last fifteen 
years. All the firms and employees engaged in this industry, 
with insignificant exceptions, are Jews.2 Almost 58 per cent. 
of the male Russo-Jewish workers and 77 per cent. of the female 
workers in New York are employed in tailoring, dressmaking, and 
cognate trades.* In England one-third of the Russian and Polish 
Jews are estimated to be in this branch of industry, and to them 
is entirely due the introduction of the ladies’ jacket and mantle 
trade.* The centres of the tailoring trade are London, Man- 
chester, Leeds, whilst the Manchester waterproof garment in- 
dustry is also in Jewish hands. The influx of Jewish immigrants 
into the English labour market gave rise in recent years to the 
complaint that they lowered the rate of wages and took the 
bread out of the mouth of the native workmen, but the investiga- 
tions that have been made into the question have shown the charge 
to be groundless. When the immigrant first arrives in London 
he may submit to sweating conditions rather than beg or starve, 
but he very soon asserts his position and obtains a normal wage. 
Moreover, as the Jew has created his own industries, there is 


1 Segall, Die Verhältnisse der Juden in Deutschland, p. 78. 

2? Jewish Immigrati m Bulletin, Nov.-Dec., 1912, New York. 

° The Immigrant Jew in America, p. 112. 

~ Jew in London, by C. Russell and H. S. Lewis (Fisher Unwin, 1901), 
p. 73. 
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practically no competition with the Gentile workman in the labour 
market, Jew and Gentile working, as Mr. Sidney Webb has put 
it, “in water-tight compartments.” A similar charge of under- 
cutting the rate of wages has been made in America, but the 
Immigration Commission, after a study of the earnings of more 
than half a million employees in mines and manufactures, has 
discovered no evidence that immigrants have been hired for less 
than the prevailing rate of wages. On the contrary, Dr. Hourwich 
has recently shown that the average wage is higher in those parts 
of the United States where there is a larger percentage of foreign- 
born workmen, that there has been a gradual reduction of the 
working day during the past decade in the state most affected, 
New York, and that the proportion of children employed in 
factories is greatest in the states where there is practically no 
immigrant population.! The immigrant is constantly spurred 
on to improve his position and to become his own master, not 
only because he brings his wife and children to join him at the 
earliest opportunity, but because he has a higher standard of life 
than the native workman. He must provide for the proper celebra- 
tion of Sabbaths and festivals and for the Hebrew education of 
his children, and he subscribes to a synagogue and benefit society. 
The trade union movement has so far not found much hold among 
the Jewish immigrants, partly owing to the shifting character 
of their class, partly owing to their irrepressible ambition to rise 
from the ranks of the toilers, and partly owing to their lack of 
the sense of disciplined organisation ; ” but strikes for the improve- 
ment of employment conditions are no infrequent phenomenon 
among the garment-makers in New York and the bakers in 
London. 

The return of the Jews to the land during the nineteenth 
century affords a refutation of the oft-recurring charge that, 
having been cut off from the soil and urbanised for so many 
centuries, they cannot adapt themselves to rural pursuits. There 
are now about 400,000 Jewish souls living by farming and forestry 
in the Old and in the New World, and the number is increasing 
every year. The return to the land began in Russia in 1804, when 
Alexander I. passed a law permitting the settlement and purchase 
of land by Jews in New and Southern Russia, and presented 
them with 80,000 acres in the province of Kherson as a nucleus 
for agricultural settlements. He also granted them exemption 


1 I. A. Hourwich, Immigration and Labour (Putnam). 
2 The Jewish Year Book (1918, p. 78) enumerates only eight Jewish trade unions 
in London, four belonging to the clothing industry. 
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from military service to induce them to go upon the land, and 
by 1810 several Jewish colonies were established, comprising 
1,700 families, in Kherson. Under the régime of his successor, 
Nicholas I., further colonies were established by private benevo- 
lence in the provinces of Kherson and Ekaterinoslav, and their 
number rose to 371 in 1865, when the Government repented of 
its good will and prohibited the creation of fresh Jewish colonies. 
In the ’seventies the Government took nearly 90,000 acres away 
from the Jewish colonies in the provinces of Volhynia, Kieff, 
Podolia, and Tchernigoff, and in 1882 the famous May Laws 
forbade Jews to buy or rent land in rural areas in the fifteen 
provinces of West Russia, a prohibition that was extended to 
Poland in 1891. Since then the position of the Jewish farmer 
in Russia has become rather precarious, and it would be menaced 
with utter decay if it were not for the material and financial 
assistance rendered by the Jewish Colonisation Association, which 
also maintains a staff of travelling agriculturists and five agricul- 
tural schools. According to the statistics of 1898 there were 296 
Jewish colonies (apart from those in Poland), comprising 305,407 
acres.! The number of Jews in Russia independently engaged 
in agriculture is 40,000, so that the entire number, including 
dependents, who live by it is close upon 200,000. This forms 
only 3°81 per cent. of the Jewish population of the country, whilst 
60°5 per cent. of the general population is devoted to agriculture. 
The average estate of the Jewish farmer is only 234 acres in 
extent, which is quite inadequate for a comfortable existence. 
In addition to the colonies there is also a great amount of inde- 
pendent farming by Jews, the entire area owned or rented by 
them in the Russian Empire being 6,422,684 acres, over two- 
thirds of which are in the Pale.” 

In Austria the percentage of the Jewish population engaged 
in agriculture is 11°4, three times as high as that in Russia, 
compared with 54°4 among the Christian population. The entire 
number of Jews dependent on agriculture and forestry is 139,810, 
the great bulk of whom are in Galicia and the Bukovina, where 
17°7 per cent. of the Jewish population lives by agriculture, the 
highest percentage in any country. But there is no real Jewish 
peasantry in Austria, as a considerable proportion of the agricul- 
turists are merely landowners who do not themselves cultivate the 
soil, though a great number of Jewish farm-labourers are met 
with in Galicia. The amount of Jewish agriculture in other parts 


1 Rubinow, Economic Condition of the Jews in Russia, p. 508. 
2 Ibid., p. 517. 3 Thon, Die Juden in Oesterreich, p. 112. 
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of Europe is almost insignificant. In Germany, according to the 
census of 1907, there were 3,746 Jews engaged in farming, 
forestry, hunting, and fishing, forming 1'30 per cent. of the 
Jewish population, a decline from 1°41 per cent. in 1895.1 In 
Italy only 0°31 per cent. of the Jews are engaged in agriculture, 
whilst in Roumania, where they are forbidden to own land, and 
in Hungary, where there is no such prohibition, there are a great 
number of Jewish tenant farmers who cultivate the estates of 
Christian landowners. 

The most notable advance in Jewish agriculture during the 
last thirty years has taken place in America and Palestine, partly 
owing to the persecutions in Russia and partly to the revival of 
the national idea. The pogroms of 1881 caused an emigration 
en masse from Russia, and both in that and other countries the 
cry arose that the Jews could find the only final relief from their 
sufferings by resettling upon the soil of the Holy Land. The great 
bulk of the emigrants, however, wended their way not to the 
ancient, but to the modern “land of promise,” and unsuccessful 
attempts to found agricultural colonies were made in the United 
States and Canada in the early ’eighties. The real history of 
Jewish agriculture in the New World began in 1891, when Baron 
de Hirsch, moved by a fresh eruption of mascacre in Russia, 
resolved to devote his fortune to the relief of his brethren by 
transplanting them to America and settling them upon the land. 
He founded the Jewish Colonisation Association as an English 
company with a capital of £2,000,000, which was increased upon 
his death by a further £9,000,000. The Association devoted itself 
in the first place to the settlement of Russian Jews in the Argen- 
tine, but the unfitness of most of the emigrants for agricultural 
life proved a hindrance to the early success of its efforts. After 
twenty-two years of activity it has established eight colonies in 
the Argentine, comprising at present only 3,619 families with 
20,088 souls, of whom 4,477 are non-colonists—a result that, 
compared with the enormous sums expended on the enterprise, 
can hardly be regarded as satisfactory. The total area covered 
by the colonies is 1,250,000 acres, of which 462,873 acres are 
under cultivation. The colonists appear on the whole to have 
reached a sound position, as in 1910 they paid back 538,429 
dollars to the Colonisation Association. The latter body also 
started colonising in Brazil in 1904, and possesses there 240,000 
acres, of which 100,000 are covered with timber, but the Jewish 
farming population so far numbers only 300 souls. 

1 Segall, Die Verhältnisse der Juden in Deutschland, pp. 30 and 58. 
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A more gratifying and promising picture is presented by the 
Jewish farmers in the United States and Canada, most of whom 
have created their own settlements, though they have also received 
assistance from the “I.C.A.” and other organisations established 
with the funds of Baron de Hirsch.1 In Canada most of the 
Jewish farmers are Russian immigrants settled upon Government 
allotments ; they comprise 3,482 souls and own 186,384 acres. 
In the United States there are now about 25,000 Jewish souls 
living by agriculture and owning 600,000 acres distributed among 
all the states of the Union. The Jewish farmers in this country 
own real and personal property of an aggregate value of 33 million 
dollars and are organised in a federation which holds annual 
conferences. They owe their advancement in great measure to 
the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society of New York, 
which encourages farming by rational methods and issues a 
monthly Yiddish journal, The Jewish Farmer, which has a 
circulation of 5,000 in sixteen countries. 

Far more significant for the future of the Jews as a nation 
is the growth of the colonisation movement in Palestine. In 1870 
the Agricultural School at Mikveh Israel (“Hope of Israel”), 
near Jaffa, was founded by the Alliance Israélite Universelle for 
the training of the Jewish youth of the Orient and of Eastern 
Europe in agriculture ; but this school was of little practical use 
as long as the Jews had no land of their own in Palestine. Nine 
years later a number of Jews of Jerusalem attempted to found 
a colony near the Arab village Mulebbis in the Plain of Sharon, 
which they called Petach Tikvah (“Gate of Hope”), but owing 
to the fever spread by the rain-sodden soil they had to abandon 
the attempt until 1882, when they returned, reinforced by well- 
to-do emigrants from Russia. The marshy land of Petach Tikvah 
was then planted with eucalyptus trees and the sanitary con- 
ditions improved, but the lack of means for the purchase of 
implements and other equipment necessitated aid from abroad. 
It was in the same year, 1882, that a “Society for the Support of 
Jewish Agriculturists and Artisans in Palestine,” known as the 
Chovevei Zion (“Lovers of Zion”), was founded in Odessa, and 
societies with similar objects arose in Germany, Roumania, 
England, and other countries. The Odessa Society at once started 
operations, and the recolonisation of Palestine thus really dates 
from 1882. “Not only was the existence of the first, and so far 


1 See an excellent and up-to-date account, ‘‘ The Agricultural Activities of the 
Jews in America,” by Leonard G. Robinson, in the American Jewish Year Book 
for 5673. 


This content downloaded from 139.86.7.217 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 18:58:05 UTC 
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms 


1914] THE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF MODERN JEWRY 55 


the largest colony, Petach Tikvah, assured in this year, but the 
three most important and central colonies in the three different 
districts of Palestine, Rishon-le-Zion in Judea, Zichron Jacob 
in Samaria, and Rosh Pinnah in Galilee, were founded by people 
who immigrated into Palestine in large numbers from Russia, 
Poland, and Roumania, in consequence of the Jewish persecutions 
in 1881-2.”1 These pioneer colonies, however, had to struggle 
against serious privations and might have succumbed had it not 
been for the munificent support of Baron Edmond de Rothschild, 
of Paris, who from 1883 devoted considerable funds to the pur- 
chase of land and the promotion of Jewish colonisation in 
Palestine. The benevolence of “the Baron,’ as he was affec- 
tionately called, had a somewhat demoralising effect upon the 
colonists, as their reliance upon his aid deprived them of a sense 
of responsibility and of all perseverance. Hence he found it 
necessary afterwards to pull his purse-strings tight, and in 1910 
he transferred the administration of his colonies to the Jewish 
Colonisation Association, since when they have been able to pay 
their way and to repay some of their old debts. The latest and 
most important factor in the development of colonisation in 
Palestine is the Zionist Organisation, which has stimulated the 
increase of Jewish farmers, increased the amount of land in 
Jewish possession, introduced modern and scientific methods of 
agriculture, supplied agrarian credits, and established colonies 
upon the co-operative system. The agricultural industry in 
Palestine, which comprises corn, wine, oranges, olives, and 
tobacco, has now reached a sound and stable position and has an 
assured future. There are forty separate Jewish colonies in the 
country, which, with some unoccupied lands, cover an area of 
40,344 hectares or close upon 100,000 acres, 1°11 per cent. of 
the entire area of Palestine, and support a farming population 
of 8,500 souls. 

The last important sphere of activity in which Jews are 
represented and to which they have devoted themselves in in- 
creasing numbers since their civil and political emancipation, 1s 
that comprising the liberal professions and Government service. 
The special circumstances that have favoured their advance in this 
sphere are their concentration in towns, their comfortable social 
position, and their thirst for higher education. It is significant 


1 Die jüdischen Kolonien Palästinas, by Jesaias Press (J. C. Hinrichs, Leipzig, 
1912), p. 4. The latest reliable account of Jewish colonisation in Palestine. 
2 B. Goldberg in Zeitschrift fiir Demographie und Statistik der Juden, Feb. 


1913. 
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that in Germany, where the Jews have attained such a high 
level of prosperity by means of business, most of the Jewish 
merchants devote their sons to the learned professions, particularly 
those of law and medicine; whilst in England and America, too, 
there is a marked tendency on the part of immigrants who have 
managed to secure a competence as shopkeepers or artisans, be 
it as grocers or butchers, tailors or shoemakers, to put their sons 
into these professions. Whilst the practice of law and medicine 
enjoys the most popularity, an increasing number of Jews are 
found in the ranks of civil service employees, teachers, journalists, 
artists, actors, musicians, dentists, chemists, and engineers. In 
Germany the percentage of Jews in Government service and the 
liberal professions rose from 6°14 to 6°54 in the period 1895-1907, 
whereas the percentage of the general population in these profes- 
sions declined from 6°22 to 5°75 in the same period.' The 
prevalence of Anti-Semitism acts as a check upon the increase 
of Jews in Government positions and as university professors, 
though the waters of baptism at once remove their only blemish. 
It is at first sight surprising to find that the conforming Jews 
of Germany, who form only one per cent. of the population, con- 
stitute 1°93 per cent. of the high Government officials and 2'5 
per cent. of the university ordinary professors,” but these propor- 
tions are much below the ratio of Jews with university education 
to the entire educated class. More significant is the fact that 
Jews form 15 per cent. of the lawyers and 6 per cent. of the 
doctors in Germany. In Russia, where there are hardly any Jews 
in Government positions, 6°3 per cent. are in the liberal profes- 
sions, despite the severe restrictions for excluding them, but it 
is probable that a good proportion is made up out of the swarm 
of private Hebrew teachers. In Austria about 7 per cent. of 
the Jews are in this sphere of activity, and it is noteworthy that 
as many as 6 per cent. hold military positions. In Hungary they 
form 17°9 per cent. of the authors and scholars, 39°6 per cent. 
of the journalists, 20 per cent. of the artists (musicians, painters, 
etc.), and 20°1 per cent. of the actors.2 The most favourable con- 
ditions in this sphere are found in Italy, where 18°67 per cent. 
of the Jews are engaged in the civil service and the liberal 
professions, as compared with only 6°42 per cent. of the general 
population.‘ | 
ISRAEL COHEN 
1 Segall, Die Verhältnisse der Juden in Deutschland, pp. 28-30. 


2 Ibid., pp. 45-57. 3 Neue Jüdische Korrespondenz, Jan. 13, 1913. 
4 Zeitschrift fir Demographie der Juden, Jan., 1905. 


This content downloaded from 139.86.7.217 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 18:58:05 UTC 
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms 


